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An Organization whose purpose is to foster the 
understanding and enjoyment of personal computers. 


HINTS AND TIPS 


This article was originally prepared for St. Pius X elementary school 
computer club newsletter. The information, however, is certainly of 
value to anyone starting out in the world of computers. 

Marilyn Richards 


POWER PACKS 


The power packs for the C-64 and C-128 are known to get 
hot when left on for long periods of time. Most users keep their 
power pack on the floor out of the way. The problem here is that the 
rug reduces the air flow around the power pack. Some suggest using 
a clean brick under the power pack to help eliminate excessive heat 
trapped by the rug. 


Computer technicans have recommended users unplug the 
power pack when not using the computer in order to help prolong the 
life of the power pack. An easier alternative is to keep everything 
(computer, disk drive, monitor, and power pack) plugged into a 
grounded power strip, preferably one that is surge protected. Tum 
off all the equipment first, then shut off the power strip to eliminate 
the current to the power pack. 


LOADING PROGRAMS 


There are several shortcuts to load a program. When not 
sure how the program is saved to the disk, type LOAD "$",8 
(RETURN). When the READY prompt appears, type LIST to see 
the directory. Some disks may have a READ ME (FIRST) file. 
Instructions are often stored this way. Cursor up to the program you 
want and type LOAD over the numbers in front of the program name. 
Make sure the program name has quotation marks before and after it, 
then a comma and 8: . It should look like this 

Load "Window",8: Prg (Prg is left over from directory) 
Now press RETURN. When the READY prompt appears, type 
RUN. If the cursor is still in the directory listing when the READY 
prompt appears, cursor to the bottom of the list and type RUN or stay 
where the prompt is and type RUN: . 


If the program name is known and the directory is not 
needed, then just type the load command. For example 


LOAD "Window",8 


However, if the spelling is tricky or there are several words in the 
title, it is necessary to have an exact pattern match or else the 
computer won’t be able to find it. The way to get around this is to 
use the wildcard, *. 


LOAD "Win*",8: 
or LOAD "W*" 8: 
or L(shifted)O "Win*",8 


The first program in the directory with that pattern match will load. 
The command LOAD "*",8 or LOAD ":*",8 will load the first 
program on the disk. 


P.O. BOX 16126, Pittsburgh, PA. 15242 


NEW BBS NUMBER 
(412) 434-5483 


Due to the recent change in the Sysop of the PCG-BBS, 
the location and the number of the BBS has changed. The 
new number for the PCG-BBS is 434-5483. Use 2400, 
1200, or 300 baud; 8 bits, no parity, 1 stop bit. As before, 
the BBS is available twenty-four hours, and is open to 
members and non-members alike. Downloading 
priveleges are available for a nominal fee for members and 
non-members. 


The Sysop for the BBS is currently John Mulcahy. He is 
looking for a few people to help with the chores. If you 
are interested in helping out with the BBS, see John 
Mulcahy or Neal Kushner at the meeting, or leave a 
message on the BBS. 


The BBS is available for members to communicate with 
each other on any topic, including but not limited to all 
aspects of Commodore computers. There is also an 
extensive library of software for the 64, 128, and Amiga. 


FASTLOAD boots the first program on the disk when the 
RUN/STOP key and the C= key are pressed together. Other utilities 
may use different combinations. The C128 (128 mode) boots with 
the RUN/STOP and SHIFT keys pressed together. 


SCRATCHED FILES 


If a file has been scratched, it can still be recovered. If the disk has 
not been validated or written to (new information stored or saved on 
it), then the chances of recovery are greatly improved. There are 
more involved methods available to recover scratched programs from 
disks that have been written to. Several utilities are available in the 
Public Domain or within commercial utility programs that will 
“unscratch” or unerase (recover) a scratched program. The rule is 
BACK-UP! 


y copying program at 
rst offense - 3 


PCG DIRECTORY 


Pittsburgh Commodore Group (PCG) PO BOX 16126 Pittsburgh, PA. 15242 


BOARD MEMBERS 
President Neal Kushner 828-3505 
V.P. & Librarian Marilyn Richards 531-0531 
V.P. for Programs Nick Kish 462-7357 

(Speakers, Demos,etc.) 
Director of Public Relations John Blasdell 773-4206 
Treasurer Mark Snowden 487-4725 
Secretary John Mulcahy 921-3947 
Board Ken Slone 276-4645 
Members Bob Agostino 276-7148 

at Large 


Past President 


MEETINGS 

Meetings are held the 3rd Sunday of every month, except July & 
August, at Duquesne University’s Mellon Science Hall. Visitors are 
welcome. 

9:30 - 9:45am Doors open at Mellon Hall. Registration, Doughnuts 
& Coffee, Vendor’s Tables & Flea Market open. 

9:45 - 11:00am Special Interest Groups AM Sessions 

11:00am - 12 Noon Business meeting and/or Scheduled Speakers in 
Falk Hall on the first floor. If no meeting or speaker is scheduled, 
SIG’s continue. 

12 Noon - 1:00pm PCG Store opens, Vendor’s Tanles & Flea 
Market re-open 

1:00 - 3:00pm Special Interest Groups PM Sessions 


LIBRARY 

The Librarian, Neal Kushner, copies PUBLIC DOMAIN and 
SHAREWARE disks for PCG Members. There is a $5.00 fee for 
the disk and service. The Librarian also accepts donations of 
software for all Commodore computers, and attempts to help 
members locate programs in our extensive library. 


DISCUSSION GROUPS 


For those who are new members or are not familiar with the 
workings of the PCG, we hold discussion groups as a part of the 
meeting, before and after the regular business meeting. Discussion 
groups are the informal gatherings that the PCG tries to hold each 
month so that various users can get together and share their ideas or 
questions about the many aspects of Commodore computing. 

Discussion topics may range from how to set up that new 
C128 to compose music using machine language or the ins and outs 
of using your modem with Compuserve or QLink. We hope to 
establish several varied discussion groups at each meeting and then 
report back the results or findings in the newsletter the next month. 
Everyone is welcome to come, ask questions, sit back and listen, 
offer advice and have a good time. 

I would like to know your thoughts concerning discussion 
groups. If you have a particular subject or idea you'd like to see, this 
is your chance to speak up. We plan to continue with the C128, 
Amiga, GEOS, and educational groups on a monthly basis again this 
year. I would like to expand the groups so that we can introduce 
graphics, music, telecommunications, etc. to both the new and 
current members. Please volunteer your service if you can. You 
don’t have to be an expert to lead a group, just have an interest and 
be willing to share some time with your fellow users. 


Reg Ney 655-3261 


Amiga - J. Mulcahy (921-3947) 
Beginner’s - J. Vennebush (751-1518) 
MS-DOS - J. Hankowsky (279-1606) 
Geos - John Blasdell (773-4206) 
Amiga Programming - N. Kushner (828-3505) 
64 Machine Language - S. Peck 
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NEWSLETTER 


The Newsletter is published monthly. Its $1.50 cost is included in 
the $20.00 annual PCG Membership Fee. Members are encouraged 
to submit articles of all types. Please proofread carefully. Upload 
your article to the PCG BBS. All submissions received by the last 
Sunday of the month will be considered for inclusion in next month’s 
issue. You may also mail your articles on paper or on disk to the 
PCG at the above address. Preferred formats are ASCII, 
Wordperfect 4.x, SpeedScript, or EasyScript, although other formats 
may be accepted. 

Editor: Eric Kennedy Phone: 264-6824 

This issue of the PCG Newsletter was created using the following: 
HARDWARE 

Amiga 1000, LaserWriter, Migraph Hand Scanner, and assorted other 
goodies 

SOFTWARE 

Professional Page, WordPerfect , Uedit, Touchup, ExpressPaint 


MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 


Membership Dues are $20 for one year. Bring this application & a 
check to the next meeting, or mail to: 
Pittsburgh Commodore Group 
_ PQ BOX 16126___ Pittsburgh, PA 15242 _ 


NEW RENEWAL 


STATE ZIP 
PHONE (HOME) (WORK) 


ICOMPANY 
IOCCUPATION 


[EQUIPMENT 


la 
BIGNATURE 
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THE CLUB NOW EXCEEDS 250 FAMILIES, 
and we mail to over 50 other User Groups around the world. The 
total computerist readers of this newsletter is in the thousands. 


PCG STORE 


The PCG Store features monthly specials on disks, books, 
magazines, and assorted useful items. See the descriptions in this 
Newsletter. Back orders, and Mail orders are possible by 
arrangement with the Manager or Librarian. 
ADVERTISING 

Full Page $60 

Half Page $40 

Quarter Page $25 
Classified Ads FREE to Members 

All requests for ads MUST be accompanied by camera-ready art 
and payment in full, and must be received by the first day of the 
month in which they are to appear. Please mail your requests to the 
address shown at the top of this page. 


THANK YOU 


To our Supporting Sponsor, Duquesne University. 


Treasurer’s Report 


by Mark Snowden 


I don’t know about all of you, but I left our last meeting 
with a good feeling. It seemed to me that many of us came away 
with a sense of purpose - whether or not you think going to the 
Computer Show at Century III is a good idea, people made 
commitments about putting a group effort into it. I think that is 
encouraging, and a good thing even if we don’t gain enough new 
members to completely cover the cost of the table. I felt better about 
the PCG than I ever have, but maybe that is due in large part to my 
new position as Treasurer. Though it sounds trite to say it, nothing 
beats the feeling of being on a team. 


Off the soapbox, the group seems to be in good shape 
financially. As of sp 1/90, our balance was $3536.27. This is more 
than last year at this time, but less than two years ago. I don’t know 
where we are in terms of paid up dues, so it’s hard to say what that 
means; Ill stand by my first statement, however. We collected dues 
from fourteen renewing members and four new members (Welcome! 
Bill Powers, Bob Berkey, Joseph F. Reilly, and Steve Jones). The 
50/50 raffle was won by Satie Lombardi (looks like regular meetin 
attendence pays off!). Mr. Reichle won the 64 prize, and Kei 
Monahan won the Amiga prize. 


I set up our account on a PD financial program called 
Bankn, that I got off the BBS. Set-up was pretty simple; the program 
is divided into independent modules that let you set up an account, 
edit expense codes, enter transactions (checkbook), read the docs, 
generate reports and reconcile your statement, write ques to make 
your own custom reports, and perform end-of-year functions. The 
query/report generator is a pretty sophisticated function, though I 
can’t attest to it’s ease of use yet. You can also search the checkbook 
journal for any search argument. Expense and deposit accounts are 
set up with two-letter codes, and you have the option of settin 
budget amounts. Entering data is a bit unorthodox (for me, anyway 
in that you switch fields using the tab or arrow keys; the return key is 
for entering the entire record. A requester pops up to verify 
accuracy, so you don’t get into any trouble if you have a reflexive 
pinky like I do. Bankn does support multiple accounts on a single 
transaction; if you write a check that pays for food and office 
supplies, for example, you can break down the transaction into the 
two accounts by adding a letter to the check number. Reconciling 
with your bank statement is easy: first, go to the checkbook and set 
the reconcile flag for any transactions that match the statement (point 
and click on a gadget). Then, go to the reports module, choose 
reconcile from the menu, and a requester pops up asking for the date 
and amount shown on the statement. After you enter that 
information, Bankn presents you with a brief report showing any 
transactions not yet cleared, and balancing amounts so that your 
status is immediately clear and understandable. 


Overall, I am impressed with the quality of Bankn. If it was 
a commercial product, I would complain that the front-to-back 
gadgets don’t seem to work. It is fast enough, however, that leaving 
a module then reloading it is not a huge bother. I'll continue to use 
it, and will report any bugs or new features I find as they come up. 


LIBRARY NEWS 


by Marilyn Richards 


LIBRARY NEWS 


I am currently reviewing several public domain disks to add 
to the library. In addition, I hope to compile prosme that are 
scattered throughout the library and make available as disk of the 
month. 


PCG has been exchanging newsletters with the Commodore 
Long Island Club (CLIC) and has recently been contacted by them in 
the hope of exchanging public domain software. This is an 
opportunity to build on our already vast library holdings. There is 
the risk of getting programs that are already in the library. I will 
monitor this as the year goes on. 


I will be contacting RUN magazine to see if arrangements 
can be made to make disks available to subscribers of the magazine. 
Hopefully, these would be similar to the arrangements made with 
CO UTE. In any event, I will keep you posted. 


DISK OF THE MONTH 


This month’s feature disk is from the Commodore Long 
Island Club (CLIC). It has programs for both the 64 and 128. The 
64 programs include Streoplayer, Froggee, Loderunner Jr., and 
Powerball. The 128 programs autoboot and work in either 40 or 80 
column mode. The first program is a multidos operating system, 
CLI128. Type help’ for a list of 15 commands available to the user. 
These commands include monitor, clear screen (CLS), 40 column, 80 
column, slow, fast, help, type, basic, $, read, and write. Word Pro 
V.4 is a word, sequential writer by Lee Dickenson. Word Stew is a 
word puzzle generator. It was developed originally to be used as an 
educational tool in a vocational school. It includes easy to read 
windows. Calendar is a program that gives stats on dates and 
calendars. Disk Whiz V1.1 is a housekeeping system for the 128. 
Label base 128 is a database program. Also included on this disk is 
Pageback 128.SDA & Docs. This program must be dissolved on a 
separate disk. E 


President’s Notes 


by Neal Kushner 


Well this is my second column for the newsletter and I feel 
like a kid who has a homework assignment due. It is know the 25th 
of sept. and I am now down to the last hour. This is what I have to 


report. 


I have some bad news to report. The news is that we no 
longer the services of Ed Bell. He has dropped out of the computer 
world for personal reasons and we will sorely miss him. I ask that 
you respect his wishes and do not try to contact him. 


This presents us with several problems and opportunities. 
The BBS is now at Duquesne and might stay there. I am looking for 
people to act as a BBS committee to service it and act as 7 s. If 
ou would like to help or just learn about the board sign the list I will 
ave at the meeting. The Head Sysop will most likely be John 
Mulcahy. The location and the committee will hopefully avoid some 
of the problems we have had through the years. I’m sure new ones 
will pop up. 


There is also a seat open on the board for a member at large. 
We will be takeing nominations for the office this sunday. If you are 
interested please contact me. 


The Century Three Mall computer fair should be the 
weekend after our meeting so, please think of how you would like to 
participate and sign up at the meeting. 

Last month I said that other than the people our BBS and 
newsletter are the best things we as a group have to offer to anyone. 
By getting more people involved with the BBS we hope to insure that 
the BBS is taken care of. I am also asking Eric Kennedy to plan some 
classes on how he puts the newsletter together. 

The more we know, the less we are left without. 

Your humble Pres, 


Neal R Kushner | 
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Amiga Librarian 


by Neal Kushner 


_ Here is the list of Amiga disks if you are looking for 
something to do. We, as always, will trade PD disks on a one to one 
swap with members. 


FRED FISH 


: There are fourteen Fred Fish disks that we will be offering 
this month. For a more complete listing of the disks we have, buy a 
rf of Fred Fish number 0 which has all the read-me files from Í to 
345. The price is now $3 and the disk will be upgraded for $1. 


We are still trying to complete our Fred Fish library. We 
have all the disks from | to 350 except 62, 63, 72, 233, 321-324, 328, 
329, 331-336, 338-341, 344, 345, 347-349. 


; If you can help us fill in the blank spots in our collection we 
will reward you with a disk of ours for a disk of yours. Thanks ! 


DISKS OF THE MONTH 


i ERI ARUARTUM - A database of the first three hundred fish 
isks. 


2. Distant Suns Demo - a demo of the program with some features 
disabled. 


3. A PD BBS - a buggy public domain BBS the has the source with 
it. 


4. SMAUG #110 - This is an entire disk of classical music, which 
was pul together by the author of Sonix (and Play and LED), Mark 
Riley. The startup-sequence has been altered slightly so that the LED 


program is executed coring boot-up. Just boot the disk to enjoy the 


music. Note: Ignore all references to the Sonix Works II disk in the 


text file. 


5. SMAUG #150 

4DAnim: A very nice animation created with Sculpt-4D of a 
sphere within a sphere. This animation requires one megabyte in 
order to run. 

BoxyFont: A set of clean fonts that are compatible with 
FastFonts (which is now part of 1.3). 

Capitals: A graphical educational program for learning state 
capitals. 

CKeeper: A database program that designed exclusively for 
keeping track of food (or other) store coupons. 

DiskStick: yet another program for creating disk labels. 

Spectrogram: A program for analyzing sound waveforms. 


PRICES THIS MONTH FOR MEMBERS WITH CARD 
Amiga disk of the month $5 1st, $2 2nd. 


If you know what you want please call and leave an order at 
828-3505 between 6pm and 9pm or a leave a message on the 
PCGBBS to Neal Kushner by the Friday before the meeting at 
midnight. This will greatly help speed up your delivery. 


Your Humble Amiga Librarian, 
Neal R Kushner lzi] 


FOR SALE: Amiga 1600 Modem. This is a 1200 baud modem, 
originally for the A1000, but usable on all Amigas or MS-DOS 
machines. Comes with several freely distributable Amiga 
communications programs. $40. Call Eric Kennedy at 264-6824 or 
see me at the meeting. 


PBMPlus for the Amiga 


by Eric Kennedy 


PBMPlus -- Graphic Manipulation Tools for the Amiga 


f PBMPlus is a set of portable graphic manipulation programs 
written by Jef Poskanzer and recently ported to the Amiga. The 
package converts graphical files between many formats, such as 
Amiga, IFF-ILBM, MacPaint, Targa, Sun Raster, PC Paintbrush, 
TIFF, X11, and Encapsulated Postscript. It also offers various image 
manipulation capabilities, such as sca ing, flipping, dithering, tiling, 
and cropping. PBMPlus is typical of other ported UNIX programs: 
large, powerful, and accessible only from the command line 
interface. PBMPlus is copyrighted, but freely redistributable. 


PBMPlus consists of 75 separate programs, divided into 
four ag St ray pgm, ppm, and pnm. Pbm programs deal with 
Portable BitMaps, or 1-bit plane (black and white) images. Pgm 
deals with Portable phe ga or grayscale images. Ppm programs 
manipulate Portable PixMap, or color images. Lastly, pnm (Portable 
aNyMap) deals with images in any of the above formats. 


At the heart of PBMPlus are the pbm, pgm, and ppm file 
formats. These are device independent, portable, graphical image 
file formats. All PBMPlus programs either read or write one of these 
formats. PBMPlus is organized such that each program performs one 
function. Conversion programs convert from some other format 
(MacPaint, ILBM, Targa...) to one of the PBMPlus formats, or vice 
versa. Therefore a MacPaint to Amiga ILBM conversion would be 
two steps: MacPaint to pbm, and pbm to ILBM. The image 
manipulation propris only work on PBMPlus format files, not 
MacPaint or ILBM or any other format files. For instance, to 
convert a 256 color GIF file to an Amiga HAM file, you might use 
one program to convert from GIF to ppm, another program to scale 


the image to account for the 1:1.1 aspect ratio of pixels on the 
Amiga screen, and a third program to convert the scaled ppm image 
to an ILBM image. This may sound complex, but with the proper 
techniques, it can be made fairly straightforward. 


Since the programs were developed in the UNIX 
environment, they are designed to be used as filters. A layman’s 
definition of a biter might be to take one stream of data, do 
something to it, and spit out a resulting stream of data. Where these 
two streams of data come from and go to is up to how you use the 
program. For instance, the ilbmtoppm (ilbm to ppm) program 
converts an Amiga IFF-ILBM file to a ppm portable color image 
file. You might call the program something like this: 


ilbmtoppm picture.ilbm 


Called like this, ilbmtoppm will read the file picture.ilbm, 
generate a ppm file, and spit the ppm file to the standard output, 
which in this case means that it wil K to the CLI window, probably 
roog quite a mess. You should redirect the output stream to a file, 
ike this: 


ilbmtoppm >picture.ppm picture.ilbm 


Ilbmtoppm can also take its input from the standard p hs 
If you don’t redirect the input and you don’t provide a filename, then 
the standard input is from the keyboard. Since it is obviously 
impractical to enter the raw ILBM file from the keyboard, you would 
redirect the input like this: 


ilbmtoppm >picture.ppm <picture.ilbm 


This looks almost like the above command, but the 
difference is important. In this case, ilbmtoppm does not know 
where the data is coming from, it is simply acting like a black box, 
one the data that you stuff into it and spitting out the resulting 

ata. 


The power of filters lies in their ability to stack one on top 
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Computer Users Groups 


Compiled by SWPA Computer Users 


SW PA Computer Users 
Judy Muir 412-379-8762 
Ralph Vasko 412-379-8762 


4C/4A 

Commodore Atari Grou 

Rm 104, 3rd Thursday, 7 PM 
Courthouse Square Bldg 
Washington, PA 

Demo Agoris 412-745-6670 


West Penn 99’ers (TI) 

3rd Tuesday, 7 PM 

St Stephen Byzantine Church 
off Rt 30, Bethel Rd 

Irwin, PA 

Mickey Schmitt 412-335-0163 


Apple Pitts 

4th Sunday, 11 AM 
Buck Union Bldg 
Penn State Campus 
McKeesport, PA 
412-751-0419 


Pittsburgh User’s Group (TI) 
3rd Sunday, 3 PM 

Alleghany Community College 
South Campus 

West Mifflin, PA 

Gary Taylor 412-341-6874 


Greater Pgh Epson Users Group 
3rd Monday, 7-9:30 PM 
Whitehall Borough Bldg 
Whitehall, PA 

Penny Naspinsky 412-466-4792 


Pgh Area Computer Club 

PO Box 6440 

Pittsburgh, PA 15212 

Check for new location 

and meeting date 

Vishnu Agrawala 412-221-1623 


SW PA Sinclair UG 

2nd Monday, 7 PM 

P D Q Tooling 

Boston PA 

Tom Heatherington 878-3227 


Pittsburgh Atari Computer 
Enthusiast 

Chartiers Valley High School 
2nd & 4th Monday, 7 PM 
Bridgeville PA 

Henry Eisel 412-653-1053 


Pittsburgh Area GEOS 
Enthusiasts 

lst Saturday, 7 PM 

Boys & Girls Club 
McKees Rocks, PA 

Phil Kravec 412-276-7880 


PCG 
Pittsburgh Commodore Group 
3rd Sunday, 9 AM - 3 PM 


Duquesne University 
Mellon Science Hall 
Pittsburgh PA 

Reg Ney 412-655-3261 


Commodore Home Users Group 
lst Thursday, 7 PM 

Stone Presbyterian Church 

25 E Cove Av 

Elm Grove, Wheeling WV 
Alice Shipley 304-242-8362 


Westmoreland Atari Computer 
2nd Tuesday, 7:30 PM 

N Huntingdon Town House 
Center Hwy & Brownstown Rd 
mail: 230 Clairmont St 

N Huntingdon PA 15642 


Three Rivers FOG (MS-DOS, 
CP/M) 

2nd Sunday, 11 AM 
Alleghney Community College 
West Hall, Ridge Av 
Northside, Pittsburgh PA 

Alex Botkin 412-661-2446 


Mid Mon Computer Users 
(MS-DOS) 

lst Friday, 7 PM, Rm 4a 

Mon Valley Community Health 
Center 

Monessen PA 

Judy Muir 412-379-8762 


Boot Hills PC User’s Group 
last Tuesday, 7 - 9 PM 

WV Northern Community 
College 

B & O Bldg 

Wheeling WV 

Allen Taylor 304-845-8893 


Apple Mac Computer Club 
2nd Friday, 7:30 PM 
W3PIE Repeater Station 
Uniontown PA 

Marianne DeGrange 
412-929-2842 


CoCo Computer Club 
Courthouse Square Bldg 

3rd Monday, 7 PM 
Washington PA 

Dick Hufford 412-222-6435 
RD1 Box 221 Washington PA 


Amiga Computer Enthusiasts 
World Culture Bldg Rm 100 
California, PA University 
2nd Sunday, 9:30 AM - 3 PM 
John Hromada 412-785-2232 


EHAG 

East Hills Amiga Group 

4082 Lott Drive 

Murrysville, PA 15668 

Bob Berkey 412-793-6558 Mil 


of another. For instance, bg Ss pipe (a sort of virtual file that can 
be written to and read from by two different programs 
simultaneously) we can perform the above GIF->ILBM example 
with one command: 


ii i picture.gif | ppmscale -yscale 0.909 
ppmtoilbm >picture.ilbm 


ote: This syntax requires a shell which supports the "I" 
R ing, wu as the ARP AShell and William Hawes’ 
Shell.) Using this technique, giftoppm reads from picture.gif, and 
hands off a ppm image to ppmscale, which scales the image. 
cale then hands its output stream to ppmtoilbm, which converts 
the ppm image to Amiga ILBM, and writes the picture.ilbm file. In 
this case, all three programs are running simultaneously. The output 
from one program is simply being directly used as the input to the 
next. 


style of 


One drawback to this technique is that it can use up a 
significant amount of RAM. The above command consumes 
approximately 1.5 megabytes on my system. Alternatively, you can 
use temporary files to accomplish the above if RAM is tight or if you 
want to keep the intermediate files around (the ppm files, for 


example). 


gi ftoppm >picture.ppm picture.gif 

ppmscale >picture scale.ppm -yscale 0.909 
picture.ppm_ 

ppmtoilbm >picture.ilbm picture _scale.ppm 


PBMPlus’s handling of Amiga IFF-ILBM files is fairly 
complete. It will create interlaced/noninterlaced and hires/lores files 
where appropriate. It can read and write various sizes of files. It can 
read Extra-Half-Brite and HAM files, and it will create a HAM file 
when the number of colors exceeds 32. It does not understand any 
hay formats, however, such as SHAM, HAM-E, or frame buffer 

iles. 


PBMPlus is not exactly an Agrima program. However, 
it seems very solid from my (somewhat limited) experience with it. 
It does require a very large stack (I use 100,000) although it will exit 
cleanly if the stack is too low, rather than crashing like many 
programs. It does not require a hard disk, since it is broken up into 
many pieces, most of which are under 30 Kb. A hard disk is 
desirable, however, since the programs and documentation 
completely fill two floppy disks. Some PBMPlus programs will run 
in 512Kb or 1 Meg systems, but many must allocate large bitmaps, 
and probably will not run with less than 2 Meg. A 3 Meg or more 
system is preferable in order to use the piping techniques described 
above. 


PBMPlus is available on the PCG-BBS as PBMPLUS.LZH. 
Thanks to Ed Berger for obtaining and uploading it. The file is 
nearly 1 Meg, so a hard disk or a | Meg RAM disk is necessary in 
order to download it. I will also see to it that a copy is placed in the 
PCG library. 


Overall, this is a very powerful set of programs that should be in your 
software library if you deal with graphic images. Hi 


PLAN FOR THESE 
UPCOMING DATES 


In order to save expensive phone calls, please mark these 
dates on your calendar. 
Board Members, please note: 


ALL BOARD MEETINGS ARE MANDATORY 
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Suffering from the computer confusion-blues? PCG Commodore, VIC-20, C-64, and C-128 are registered trademarks of Commodore 


can be just the prescription you-need. No question is too Business Machines, Ltd. Amiga is a registered trademark of Commodore Amiga, Inc. 
simple or too complex for the collective resources of the Apple and LaserWriter are registered trademarks of Apple Computer, Inc. 
hundreds of Commodore users eomprising-the Pi ittsburgh 
( J p, This newsletter was made possible only through the contributions of the members of 

Commodore Group, the largest sui wes in the bain the PCG, and their Sponsors. All articles contained herein are solely the work of the 
PCG supports the Commodore user with specialized individual authors, and may not reflect the opinion of the PCG. Any article may be 
discussion groups addressing your interests, monthly reprinted provided that the author and the PCG receive proper credit. 
"hands-on" meetings for face-to-face idea sharing, an 
association store offering bargain prices on instructive Duquesne University Campus 
books, disks, and many other useful items, and a Public Bieff Street 


Domain software library of thousands of programs. It’s 
the beginning of the end of the computer blues when you 
join the PCG. For more information on the Pittsburgh 
Commodore Group, call the PCG BBS at 434-5483, or 
contact any Board Member. 


Hellon Science Hall 


We meet on the third Sunday of each month at 


DUQUESNE UNIVERSITY ; 
MELLON SCIENCE HALL 
DOORS OPEN AT 9:30 AM 


T 


y One Way -> 


This Month's Schedule 


9:00-9:30 Meeting Registration, Please pick up 
your membership ID. 


9:30 - 10:30 Morning SIG Meetings. 

10:30 - 12:00 Nancy Snyder Commodore’s User 
Group Represenative will be our 
Guest Speaker. 


12:00 - 12:30 Break, PCG Store open, Lunch will 
be available. 


12:30 - 1:30 Afternoon SIG Meetings. 


